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Listening Comprehension Test for 9th Form Students

Text 
Action Sports Camps provide activity holidays for children aged over five and adults. We offer training in over twenty sports at ten different centres throughout the UK. All the centres are open from April until October, and some open during the winter for weekend courses. The sports offered differ from one centre to another, so if you want to do something in particular, you should check our colour brochure.
The camps are not just limited to outdoor sports - we cover a wide range of indoor activities as well. So if the rain comes, the camps continue, although you may have to take off your football boots and pick up a squash racket instead. With the experience we've gained over the years, we put together the right mix of sport and activities providing sport for all, not just for those who are brilliant at athletics. It is unnecessary to bring any equipment because it is all provided.

We work in small groups, children working with others of their own age, but we do all come together for social activities and meals. So, different members of a family can make their own individual choices, but they get a chance to exchange their experiences later on.

Our centres offer first-class accommodation, food and facilities – and the staff are first-class too. Qualified teachers or professionals receive training from us, and many work with us year after year. We always employ qualified staff for activities such as swimming, trampolining and gymnastics, but some of the assistants organising the children's games are students, many of whom came to the camp themselves when they were younger.

At most of our centres, accommodation is in a hostel or tents. It is not possible for us to arrange other accommodation, but we can send you a list of what is available in the area. Most of the places are recommended to us, but not all, so we are not responsible for the quality of the accommodation on this list. Luxury accommodation is not available near our camps.

To book a place at a sports camp, complete the form and send it with a cheque for the deposit to the address below. The rest of the fee can be paid at any time, but we must receive it at least one month before your camp. Please note, to keep costs down, you are charged 2.5% extra by us if you pay with your credit card. You will receive a letter of confirmation within ten days of sending your form. Cancellations made up to a month before the camp are refunded in full apart from a 5% administration fee. Fifty per cent of the fee is refunded if a cancellation is made up to two weeks before the date of the camp. After that, no refunds can be given.
Listening Comprehension Test for 9th Form Students
Remember: you are NOT allowed to take notes at ANY time when the text is being read to you.

Action Sports Camps

Decide whether the statements are true or false:

1. Some centres are open all winter.
2. The activities available depend on the weather.
3. Action Sports Camps courses are unsuitable for people who are excellent at sport.
4. You need to have your own sports equipment.
5. Children and adults spend some time together each day.
6. Some of the staff are unqualified.
7. Action Sports Camps only recommend accommodation of a high quality.
8. You have to pay the total fee one month after you book.
9. Action Sports Camps charge you more if you pay with your credit card.
10. If you cancel three weeks before your camp, you will get half your money back.
Reading Comprehension Test for 9th Form Students

Text 1
Read through the text and choose one answer for each question. Mark the corresponding letter A, B, C or D on your answer sheet.
American English spelling differs from British English spelling largely because of one man, American lexicographer Noah Webster. In addition to his well-known American Dictionary of the English Language, Webster published The American Spelling Book (1783, with many subsequent editions), which became one of the most widely used schoolbooks in American history. Webster's books sought to standardize spelling in the United States by promoting the use of an American language that intentionally differed from British English. The development of a specifically American variety of English mirrored the new country's separate political development. Webster's most successful changes were spellings with or instead of our (honor, labor for the British honour, labour); with er instead of re (center, theater for the British centre, theatre); with an s instead of a c (defense, license for the British defence, licence); with a final ck instead of que (check, mask for the British cheque, masque); and without a final k (traffic, public, now also used in British English, for the older traffick, publick). Later spelling reform created a few other differences, such as program for British programme. Canadian spelling varies between the British and American forms, more British in eastern Canada and more American in western Canada.

1. The passage mainly discusses:

A) Noah Webster's literary heritage;

B) the varieties of spelling;

C) Webster's political preferences;

D) popular schoolbooks in America.
2. The passage implies that written British and American words:

A) look absolutely different; 
B) are absolutely the same;

C) may differ; 
D) come from Canada.
3. It may be inferred from the passage that Webster's scientific interest was in:

A) standards; 
B) vocabulary;

C) editing books; 
D) political reforms.
4. The changes between American and British English were generated:

A) on purpose; 
B) by accident;

C) in Canada; 
D) by politicians.
5. The word "subsequent" in line 4 may most probably mean the following:

A) different; 
B) expensive;

C) following; 
D) literary.
6. One can make a conclusion that Webster's changes:

A) simplified the language;

B) were of no importance;

C) made the language more difficult for understanding;

D) developed the language used in Great Britain.
7. The word "mirrored" in line 8 is closest in meaning to:

A) portrayed; 
B) reflected;

C) generated; 
D) prevented.
8. It can be seen from the passage that the changes brought into American English must have:

A) developed a completely new language;

B) stopped using dictionaries;

C) required spelling books; ,

D) influenced the original British English.
9. The passage states that in Canada:

A) people use the only variety of the English language;

B) people live only in the east and the west of the country;

C) there may be language misunderstanding between people from different

regions of the country;

D) people use different grammar rules compared to the US.
10. The passage implies that of the two books mentioned in it:

A) neither was published;

B) both were printed at the same time;

C) the Spelling Book was published before the Dictionary;

D) the Dictionary was published before the Spelling Book.

Text 2 
Read the story. Use the information in the story to answer the questions below.

Circle the correct letter A, B, C, or D.
In a break with Olympic tradition, the organizers decided to split the Summer and Winter Games. By bringing forward the Winter Games by two years, the difficulty of organizing the two events can now be spread more equally over a period of four years. 

It was the small town of Lillehammer in Norway that was chosen to host the 1994 Winter Games. The Norwegians took their responsibilities very seriously, and created a magnificent setting for the games. The highlight was the building of an Ice Stadium actually built into the side of a mountain at a nearby town. In the event of a permanent home being found for the games, this will ensure that Lillehammer will be high on the list of possible sites. 

There were some problems in the month leading up to the games, but the opening ceremony was so well-planned and so exciting that everyone felt optimistic about them. The Olympic Flame arrived in the arena carried by a skier coming down the ski-jump, and was then handed to the Crown Prince of Norway, who officially opened the games. The optimism felt was in many ways justified as the games produced many good sporting moments. 

Several Olympic records were broken and there was generally a wonderful atmosphere, which was mostly due to the friendliness and warmth of the Norwegians.  Unfortunately, these games may well be remembered for the wrong reasons, as disputes about the judges’ decisions in some of the main events would create bad feelings. It was believed that the British Ice Dance champions were victims of unfair judging when they only placed third. The sport of Ice Dancing had already been under attack; certain critics thought it should not be an Olympic sport, and this row over medals did not help its image. 

In the speed skating competitions, the British again felt as though they were being unfairly judged. One skater was disqualified for touching another skater after it seemed he had won a silver medal in the 1,000 meters event.  Another speed skater was forced to race with a broken skate and did very poorly as a result. In spite of these unfortunate events, the British still had their highest count of medals since 1948. 

One story, though, dominated the entire games. This was the very ugly dispute between two American ice skaters. Their arguments became almost a soap opera, the result being that a record American television audience watched the competition. 

11. What decision was made about the Summer and Winter Games? 

A) To hold them every four years. 

B) To separate them. 

C) To spend more time organizing them. 

D) To stretch them over five years. 

12. What was it that the hosts took seriously? 

A) Their town.
B) The setting. 

C) Their country. 

D) Their responsibilities.
13. What will ensure that Lillehammer may be a permanent site for the Olympic Games? 

A) The Ice Stadium. 

B) The Norwegian Crown Prince. 

C) The mountains. 

D) The ski-jump. 
14. What do people think produced the wonderful atmosphere in Norway? 

A) The opening ceremony. 

B) The sporting events. 

C) New Olympic records. 

D) The personalities of the Norwegians. 

15. What did some British competitors think? 

A) They weren’t good enough to compete. 

B) They were being disqualified too often. 

C) They weren’t being judged fairly. 

D) They were under attack. 

Writing Comprehension Test for 9th Form Students
1. As computers are being used more and more in education, there will be soon no role for teachers in the classroom. 
To what extent do you agree or disagree with this statement?

2.  In some countries children have very strict rules of behavior, in other countries they are allowed to do almost anything they want. 

To what extent should children have to follow rules?

3.  Some people regard work as the most important thing in life and have little interest in anything else. Other people are more enthusiastic about their hobbies and leisure interests than their jobs.

Discuss both these attitudes and give your own opinion.

